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the Elizabethan tradition, loyal to the canons
of 1604. Their patrons had been the country
gentry, in many cases men who were to side
with the King in his conflict with Parliament,
though a number of great noblemen and land-
lords such as Manchester, Essex and Bedford,
were on the Puritan side and had also ap-
pointed men of the Westminster type. These
divines, now that they were free to mould
the Church after their will, showed that their
bent was Presbyterian. Their conformity
had been no more than tolerance. The
English Church had been a true Church, to
whose rules they had submitted without
sin, but it had been sadly imperfect. Now
they would amend it after the pattern of
" the best reformed churches." .The result
of their labours was a Confession of Faith,
part of a " covenanted uniformity in religion
betwixt the churches of Christ in the kingdoms
of Scotland, England and Ireland." That
Confession, drawn up by English beneficed
clergymen with a few Scottish assessors,
is still authoritative for the Church of Scot-
land. But they did more than frame a creed.
They shaped a Presbyterian discipline for
our Church, which was made law by an
ordinance of the Long Parliament in 1646.
But Englishmen flinched from the prospect